MERRYLAND 


D 1 8-P-L A Y-B pr” | 
O R, LC TS 


PLAGIARISM, IGNORANCE, 


AND 


IMPUDENCE, DE TECTED. 


BEING 
OBs8ERVATIONS upon a Pamphlet 


INTITULED 


4A New "Das Nn 


_— 


A Bridle for hs AS , and a Rod for the FOO LU's-Back, 
Prov. xxvi. 3. 


** 


_— — . * 3 „ — 
n 


THE SECOND EDITION. 


2 4 7 Ms 
Printed for the Au THOR, and fold by J. LE AKE; 


and the Bookſellers of London and M. diner. 
M DCC xLI. 


I Price 15. 64.J 


4 — * 


Sk 


: 
: 
: 
: 
: 


Nzw Deſcription of Mz RRYL AND, g 


STR, 
HES E Sheets can be Ad- 


T8 dreſſed to no Perſon, fo pro- 
per as You, who was the 
Occaſion of writing them; 
and whatever Imperfections may be 
diſcovered in them, You muſt in great 

Meaſure be anſwerable for. 
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in Dedicatory Epiſtles 


ww DEDICATION. 


M y Title Page will already have 
informed You, that You are not here 
to expect the uſual Compliments, and 
Panegyrical Rapſodies generally found 
No, Sir, 
I ſcorn to make Uſe of Flattery on 


any Occaſion, and have the ſtrongeſt 


Reaſon in the World to avoid it, when 


J addreſs my ſelf to Tou. 


My Intention is to be Sincere, and 

to ſhew You for once, a Dedication 
which even You, Sir, cannot accuſe 
of the leaſt Adulation, Inſinceri ity, 
or any mercenary View. 


2 GM ſorry, I] cannot compliment 


You, on your great Learning, brilli- 
ant Wit, and admirable Judgment, 
tho' others have moſt liberally ex- 
tolled You, I own ſincerely I cannot 
ſo far comply with the Faſhion, as 
to join in the common Cry; for 

what- 


„ 


9 * 510710 v 


whatever Deference I may pay to 
ſome of your Admirers, I am bound 


fo pay a greater Reſpect to my own 
Underſtanding. 


Ip ROF ESS my ſelf one of thoſe 
who cannot entertain the leaſt favour- 
able Notion of your learned Abilities, 
nor expreſs the ſmalleſt Approbation 
of your late celebrated Performance; 
and, I flatter my ſelf theſe Sheets 
will give ſeveral People as mean an 
Opinion of Both, as I have; it will 
diſſipate the Cloud from before the 
Eyes of many of your Readers, and 
let them ſee how much they have been 
miſtaken. 


As my Intention was purely to 
dete& You, and inſtruct your ignorant 
Admirers, I have wrote freely, with- 
out any Concern, what You, or any 
ſnarling Critic may think of my Stile, 
or Method; you will find here no At. 


_tempts 


fi DEDICATION. 

tempts to appear learned or witty, no 
high Flights, or embelliſhing Flouriſhes, 
but a plain Stile adapted to the mean- 
eſt Capacity, even ſuch as one of 
your Capacity may be capable of 


comprehending. 


HAVING told You the Reaſon 
of my writing, it will perhaps be 
demanded, why I delayed it fo long : 


To which 1 anſwer, that great Part of 


This, was wrote in November laſt, 
ſoon after I ſaw your Libel, but Quo- 

tidian Avocations, the Hurry of the 
Seaſon coming on, and want of Health, 
prevented my finiſhing it at that Time, 
and out of mere Lazineſs and In- 
appetency, I threw it by as unripe 
Fruit, and ſuffered it to Be, as if it 
had never been; thus it lay for 
ſome Time, but having more Lei- 
ſure fince, I at laſt refolved to fl 
nHh it. | 


L xNow 


DEDICATION. wi 


I x xow not what may be the 
Fate or Succeſs of this Performance, 
nor am I very follicitous about it, 
being conſcious the Deſign is honeſt, 
the Subject neceſſary, and the Exe- 
cution the beſt my Time, my Abi- 
lities and my Health would permit, 
which cannot bear the Labour of 
much filing and poliſhing, 


I it makes You ſenſible of your 
Folly, and induces You to turn 
thoſe few Particles of Reaſon with 

which Providence has endowed You, 
to better Uſes, if it corrects the 
vicious Taſte of even a few of 
your Readers, I ſhall not grudge 
my Labour: But, as for making a 
thorou gh Reformation, in the de- 
praved Gout of the Generality of 
People in this lapſed State, I never 
entertained the moſt remote Vanity, 
to think any Endeavour of mine, 

1 8 could 


vi DE DICATIO N. 
could make ſo material a Change 
in the Nation, eſpecially when the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, 
are on the other Side of the Que- 
ſtion. 
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8 E E following Sheer Were 


17 7 [ow ſent me from an un- 


1 known Hand. to be publiſb- 
NA Ne ed, aud ? 4 take this Oppor- 
tunity of returning my Thanks to the 
Perſon (whoever he be) " op was pleaſed 
to do me this Favour; at the ſame 
; a Time 


5s The PUBLISHER 


Time T think it incumbent on me to ac- 
knowledre my Obligations to the other 
Gentleman, againſt whom theſe Sheets 


are Wrote, 


THAT Gentleman was pleaſed to 


give me the firſt Offer of publiſhing The 


New Deſcription of MERRYLAND, 
which for particular Reaſons I declined 
to accept, and had the Pleaſure to find 
the Excuſe I made, for not publiſhing 
it, was honoured with his Approbation; 

as I was indebted to him for his kind 


Offer, I thought I could not in Honour 


publiſh any Thing afterwards that ſcem- 
ed to reflect on Him, or his Writings, 
without firſt obtaining his Conſent, for 
which Reaſon, as ſoon as I had read 
over the following Sheets, I troubled 
him with this Letter. 


S1R, 


to the RR A D E R. iii 


BAT H, 16 Sept. 1741. 
FIR, | 


A S you were ſo kind laſt Winter 


zo offer me your New Deſcrip- 
tion of MERRYLAND, I look on my 
ſelf under the ſame Obligations as if J 
had actually accepted the Favour, and 
reaped the Profits of that Work ; and 
out of Gratitude take this Opportunity 
of informing you, A Criticiſm on that 
Pamphlet was ſent to me Yefterday from 
an unknown Hand, in order for Pub- 
lication : As it would ill become me to 
medal: with it, without your Leave, / 

on the other Hand, my neglecting to 

print it might probably diſoblige the 
Gentleman who ſent it, and could do 
you no Service, for it would ſoon be 


publiſhed by ſome or other of my Bre 


zbren, 


a2 PLEASE 


Iv The PuBrisnHeR 


PLEASE to favour me with your 
Orders how to behave in this Matter, 
for my Conduct ſhall be intirely go- 
 verned by fuch Commands as you pleaſe 
zo beſtow on, 


\ "0 3 


Your much Obliged, 
And moſs Obedient 


Humble Servant, &c. 


TO this Letter I was favoured, by 
| Return of the Poſt, with the following 
Anſwer. 


SIR, 


to the REA DER. v 


2 I Sept. 1741. 


f 


51 


Thank you for your Information 
about the Criticiſm on Merryland ; 
F it comes from the learned Gentleman 
I have Reaſon to gueſs at, I ſhall think 
any ſelf much honoured, and the Public 
will be well entertained by it ; but who- 
ever is the Author, if you believe it 
worth your while, print it. I would 
not ſuppreſs it were it in my Power, 
for I never pretended to a faultleſs 
Work; and if this Criticiſm has any © 
Ingenuity in it, it may be inſtructive to 
Me and Others; if it is nothing but mere 
Cavil, I all deſpiſe it; and if it de- 
Serves any Reply, I ſhall probably give 
you the Opportunity of publiſhing One. 


Jam, 


Tours, &c. 


vi The Pusris HERR, &c. 


Hur thur cbtaingd Laps, 


i from the Gentleman principally concern- 
18 ed, I have nothing more to do but ſub- 


8 mit the Work to the Public, by whoſe 


Judgment its Merit is to be Tried, and 
on whoſe Reception of it, its good or 


' ill-Succeſs znuſt depend. 


MER RV LAND 


DIS P L AV E D, &c. 


F the common Obſervation be 
| W juſt, that a Judgment may be 
formed of the Learning, Wit, 
or Humour, of any Age or 
Country,. by ſuch Books as meet 


. with the beſt Reception, and 


are moſt generally read and commended, ſure- 
ly the Taſte of our preſent Readers muſt ap- 
pear moſt ridiculous and deſpicable. Inſtances 
may indeed be given of former Times, in 
which Books of the greateſt Merit were for a 
long Time wholly diſregarded, and afterwards 
met with the Encouragement they deſerved, 

being raiſed from their former Obſcurity by 


ſome choice Spiri*s, to be univerſally read and 
admired : But if car Anceſtors, in the darkeſt 


Days of their Ignorance, or the Generality in 
later Times, had ſo little Taſte as not to diſ- 
B cern 
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cern the Beauties of ſome valuable Works, I 


can recolle& no Inſtance of their being ſo 
fooliſh as to extol with ſtrained Encomiums, 


Works of the greateſt Stupidity and Dulneſs ; 
and join as it were with one Conſent, in 
praiſing and recommending ſuch Writings, as 


even the impudent Authors themſelves would 
be aſhamed to own. 


How it happens that the preſent Age has 
ran into this Folly, or rather Madneſs, I ſhall 
not pretend to ſay; but that it has ſo happen- 
ed, in the moſt extravagant Degree, is too 
manifeſt to be denied, and moſt notariouſly 
ſo with reſpect to a late Pamphlet. 


To explode a vicious Taſte, and ſhew 
the World their Error, is the Deſign of theſe 
Sheets, wherein I ſhall examine the ſo much 
applauded Piece, and do not doubt but every 
one, who will take the Trouble to read This, 
will be aſhamed he ever commended Yat. 


Trex Pamphlet I mean to animadvert on is 
intituled, A NEw DESCRIPTION OF 
MERRYLAN D, publiſhed in O&ober laſt : 


It has (to my great Aſtoniſhment) been gene- 
rally cried up, among all Sorts of People, as 


a Maſter-piece of Wit and Humour ; it has 
by many been reputed the Work of one of 


the molt celebrated Wits of our Age; and ſo 


great has been the Demand for it, that in 
about 


FS 

about three Months it went thro' Seven Edi- 
tions, beſides ſome Thouſands of pirated Co- 
pies that were fold in Town and Country. 
The ſame may be ſaid of it, as Mr Pope ſays 
of the Beggars Opera, viz. © It was a Piece 
* of Satire which hit all Taſtes and Degrees 
of Men, from thoſe of the higheſt Qua- 
„ lity to the very Rabble That Verſe 
*« of Horace, 


Primores populi arripuit, populumg; tributim, 


te could never be fo juſtly applied as to 22s : 
ce The vaſt Succeſs of it was unprecedented 
* and almoſt incredible :” So that it has 
exceeded every Thing lately publiſhed, in 
point of Sale, as much as in want of Merit. 
And beſides this, it has occaſioned the re- 
publiſhing and ſelling ſeveral other Pamphlets 
of the ſame Stamp, which had long been 
neglected and forgot: For the Bookſellers 
perceiving the Taſte of the Age, by the 
great Demand for this Pamphlet, ſaw it was 
a proper Seaſon to reprint all the ſmutty 
Stuff they could think of, to humour the 
prevailing Goũt of the Town, and ſcratch the 
callous Appetites of their debauched Readers, 


Ir is aſtoniſhing to me when I conſider 
the extravagant Encomiums that have been fo 
generally made on this Performance ; I have 
heard the Author extolled to the Skies for his 

B 2 Learning, 
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„ Learning, great Reading, Wit, and Humour; 
| his Learning and great Reading (ſay our wiſe 
[i Judges) appear in every Chapter; it is plain he 
1 muſt be well read (ſay they) in Anatomy, 
11 Natural Hiſtory, Travels, Geography, Hiſto- 
1 ry, Navigation, and what not? His Claſſic 
Learning and Taſte for Poetry likewiſe ap- 
ay pear by his Quotations from various Authors, 
| [] and his proper Application of them is a Proof 
104 of his good Judgment. Beſides, ſay they, 
that he has an infinite Fund of Wit and Hu- 
mour is evident in every Paragraph. I could 
never have believed it poſſible for any Body 
to talk at this idle Rate, if I had not fre- 
quently heard it my ſelf, and that not only 
from People of the loweſt Rank, but from 
Perſons of ſome Character and Reputation 
among Men of Letters: And yet, with all 
due Deference to theſe raſh Panegyriſts, I am 
not aſhamed to differ from them in Opinion, 
but after all they have faid, I will boldly ven- 
ture to affirm, that this Pamphlet, which 
they have ſo much celebrated, is ſo far from 
having the leaſt Merit, that it is abſolutely 
void of all Learning, Wit, or Humour, is no- 
thing better than a' poor, low, ſtupid Piece of 
Obſcenity, and that the moſt barefaced Plagia- 
riſm, groſs Ribaldry and Nonſenſe, are the 
Ingredients which make up the nauſeous Com- 
poſition. This is what I undertake to demon- 
ſtrate in the following Sheets, in ſpite of all 
the great Opinions given to the contrary, 
T2 I sHovLD 


[5] 


I sHOULD not have meddled with this 
Author or his Works, if the ridiculous Praiſes 
beſtowed on him by his Readers, and the in- 
ſolent Liberties he has taken with his Betters, 
did not provoke me to it. Theſe things raiſed 
in me a juſt Indignation, and gave me a Cu- 


rioſity to enquire more narrowly, than I other- 


wiſe ſhould have done, into the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of this celebrated Work, to ferret-out the 
real Author, and examine by what Means ſo 
paltry a Performance happened to meet with ſo 
kind a Reception from the Public. I have 
ſucceeded in my Enquiry beyond Expectation, 

and ſhall acquaint his Admirers with ſome 
Particulars which I have diſcovered, and then 
leave them to bluſh for the raſh Commenda- 


tions they have fo — but undeſervedly 
beſtowed. 


I AM ſorry to find that ſome of the Fair- 
Sex, as well as the Men, have too freely teſti- 
fied their Approbation of this pretty Pamphlet, 
as they call it, and that over a Tea- Table 
ſome of them make no more Scruple of men- 
tioning Merry/and, than any other other Part 
of the Creation: It ſeems they like this Book, 
becauſe (as they pretend) there is not a baudy 
Word in it; but I wiſh the true Reaſon is 
not, there not being a Page, ſcarce a Para- 


graph, without ſome ſmutty Alluſion, which 


it ſeems now-a-Days 1 is not looked on as im- 
modeſt, 


5 


modeſt, nor is any Thing fo eſteemed, tho 
ever ſo laſcivious, but what is expreſſed in the 
coarſeſt, plaineſt Terms. 


I PROPOSE to trace the Writer regularly 


from his Title-page to his Concluſion, that I 


may the more effectually expoſe the Deformi- 
ties of his Work, and point out the number- 


leſs Paſſages he has ſtolen, and whence he ſtole 
them; I ſhall ſhew his Ignorance and his Im- 


pudence in this ſhameful Compolition and muſt 


deſire him not to wonder if I uſe him a little 
roughly; let him conſider he has given the 
higheſt Provocation, and as he has without 
Cauſe taken the Liberty to ridicule others, he 
has no Reaſon to complain however ſeverely 
he may be laſhed; let him conſider, it is not 
I but his own Folly has brought him under 
this Chaſtiſement ; and if he is not utterly 
void of Shame or Gratitude, inſtead of find- 


ing Fault with this gentle Correction, let him 


thank his Stars, and my Clemency, that I for- 
bear to point him out, by publiſhing his Name 
and Place of Abode. This he may be aſſured 
it is in my Power to do, in ſpite of all his af- 
feed Secrecy and Caution, I know him, 
and could name him, and what Advantage it 
would be to him to be pointed at as the Au- 
thor of a dull impudent Pamphlet I leave him 
to judge. | 


I's 
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Ix hopes of his Amendment, his Name at 
preſent ſhall be concealed, which is all the Fa- 
vour I ſhall ſhew him; but ſhould the Re- 
ception his Work has hitherto met with, en- 
courage him to ſcribble again, he may take 
my Word for it, he ſhall ſoon be humbled, 
and chaſtiſed without Mercy. 


I nave faid, I know the Author, IT aver 
it again upon Honour, and aſſure the World, 
he is far from having ever been ſuſpected for 
a Wit, or Man of Learning, nor has he ever 
ſhewn the leaſt Glimmering of either; not 
one of his Acquaintance, even his warmeſt 
and moſt intimate Friends, can fay more in 
Commendation of his Talents, than that he 
is a very plain, dull, humdrum Fellow, as in- 
ſipid in Converſation, as a Chip in Pottage. 


I T will be aſked then, how ſuch a Man 
was capable of writing the Pamphlet now 
under our Conſideration? Have a lit- 
tle Patience, and I ſhall ſhew, it was very 
feaſible for one of the meaneſt Capacity, and 
that the greateſt Wonder in this mighty Work 
is, that any Body ſhould admire it. | 


In Ave no Suſpicion that he had any Aſ- 
ſiſtance in the Work, no, it is all of a Piece, 
and I would not have him robbed of the leaſt 
Share of the Glory; nor indeed can it be ſup- 
poſed, 


[8] 


' poſed, that any Man but himſelf would have 


a Hand in ſuch a Compoſition. I muſt like- 
wiſe do him the Juſtice to fay, it was no 
haſty Performance, but done with great De- 


| liberation, and took him (as I am well in- 


formed) more Months to write, than there are 
Sheets in the Book. 


I sH ALL now begin with giving an Ac- 
count of the original Riſe of this Pamphlet, 
and ſhew by what Arts and Accidents it at 


firſt obtained it's Reputation ; I am certain of 


the Facts, let the Author deny them if he 
dare. 


TE x firſt Conception was owing to our Au- 
thor's accidentally reading in Gordon's Geogra- 
phical Grammar theſe Words, which Mr Gor- 
don uſes in ſpeaking of Holland, viz. © the 
* Country lying very low, it's Soil is naturally 
« very wet and fenny”” Ha! ſaid he, the 
ſame may be ſaid of a * * ® as well as of 


Holland; this Whim having once entered his 
|  Noddle, he reſolved to purſue the Hint, and 


try how far he could run the Parallel ; his 
wife Head fancied here was a fine Scope to ri- 
dicule the Geographers, ſo he ſets to ſcribbling, 


runs thro' Gordon's Grammar, which he 
made the Plan of his Work, and picked out 


as many Paſlages as he found would bear any 
Allegory, or were uſeful to his Purpoſe ; hav- 
ing thus once begun, he ſearched for Mate- 

oh rials 
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191 
rials in other Books, laboured hard in pil- 
laging Notions from every Author he read, 
till he had ſtole enough to compleat his Deſign, 
which he digeſted into Chapters, as we now 
ſee it. I may ſay of him, what one of our 
Engliſb Poets ſays, on another Occaſion, 


His Fancy fir d, his Thoughts with ſcribbling full, 
He labour d hard to be COMPLETELY DULL. 


Tuus much for it's Conception and 
Growth in Embryo; the Monſter being now 
fully formed, and ripe for Birth, it was high 
Time to look out for a Midwife ; the cele- 
brated Mr Cur/l was thought the fitteſt Hand 
for that Purpoſe, and, in all Probability, was 
the only one of his Profeſſion who would un- 
dertake it. His eminent Ability and Induſtry 
in bringing Works of this Kind into the 
World, as well as his Art of nurſing them af- 
terwards, were ſo well known, that he was 
pitched on without Heſitation as the propereſt 
Perſon for this Jobb. The Author as much 
aſhamed to own his Offspring, and afraid of 
being diſcovered as a poor Wench in Labour 
of a baſtard Child, ſtole in the Night-Time 
to a Tavern by Covent-Gargen, like the Owl 
in Ovid's Metamorphoſes, Conſcia Culpa, 

Conſpectum luceraque fugit, tenebriſq; pudorem 

Celat. 


Conſcious of Ill, he ſhuns the Noon-Day-Light, 


And ſkulks beneath the Covert of the Night. Us | 
C _—_ From 


L 10 
From the Tavern he ſent to Roſe-Street for 
this renowned Operator, who immediately 
agreed upon Terms, the Preſs was directly 
ſet to work, and the 23d of October 1740, 
this famous Piece made it's firſt Appearance. 


Ou Author being now happily delivered 
of his Offspring, the next Care was to nutle 
it well, and make it appear to the beſt Ad- 
vantage; and that he and the Publiſher might 
be the better concealed, the Title-page pre- 
tended it was printed at Bath; a certain noble 


Peer, whoſe Compoſitions of Wit have been 


univerially admired, happened to be there at 
this Time, and was the firſt who had a Copy 
of this Pamphlet, which he ſhewed to ſome 
of his Acquaintance, two or three Days before 


the Bookſellers had got them, or before they 


were publiſhed in London. His Lordſhip ſhew- 
ing this ſo early when nobody elſe knew where 
to get it, and not happening to expreſs that 
Deteftation and Contempt which one of His 
bright Genius muſt inevitably have for ſo du cy 
a Brat, and perhaps giving a Smile of Diſdain, 
which the Fools about him miſtook for Ap- 
probation, they immediately took it in their 
Heads that his Lordſhip had a Finger in the 


Pye, eſpecially as the Title-page ſaid it was 


printed at Bath: This Notion was ſoon buz- 
zed about, and made it eagerly ſought after; 
and it is no wonder that every Body ſhould 
have a Curioſity to read whatever has the Re- 

5 putation 


[oe] 


putation of coming from his Lordſhip's Pen, 
So very poſitive were ſome People, and ſo zea- 
lous to confirm this miſtaken Notion, that a 
certain Perſon might here be. named, who 
went ſo far as to ſay, 'twas certainly his Lord- 
ſhip's, and as a Proof of it, affirmed to have 
ſeen the Manuſcript lying on his Table. 


By this Means Numbers were prepoſſeſſed 
in Favour of the Pamphlet before they ſavy 
it, from the well-known Genius of the repu- 
ted Author. Others approved it afterwards 
becauſe the Subject ſuited their capricious 


Taſte; and this Work has ſufficiently con- 


firmed that old Adage, 
Pro Captu Lecloris habent ſua fata Libelli. 


« Books take their Doom from each Peruſer's Will, 
* Juſt as They think, they paſs for Good or III.“ 


How it happened that his Lordſhip firſt pro- 
duced this Work at Bath, is neceſſary to be 
next mentioned; and I am well aſſured He 
received it from an unknown Hand by the 
Poſt from London; this gives me Room to 
ſuſpe& the artful Publiſher may have ſent it 
with ſome View to his own Intereſt; I cannot 
venture to affirm this for certain, but 'tis not 
impoſſible, and if it was fo, it certainly an- 
ſwered the End of giving the Work a Repu- 
tation, and promoting it's Sale more effec- 

WY tually 


> Sous we w— 
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tually than any Method he could have fallen 


On. | 


| SEVERAL -Other Perſons have been ſuſpec- 
ted as Authors of this Pamphlet, juſt as the 
Caprice of different Readers have ſuggeſted, 
particularly an eminent Phyſician at Bath, 
who happening to have ſome little Diſagree- 
ment with the Gentleman it is dedicated to, 
was ſuppoſed to have vented his Reſentment 
by this Means: Another Gentleman of the 
ſame Profeſſion in London has been ſuſpected, 
upon no better Authority than his having a 
few Years ago wrote a luſcious Piece, intituled, 
The Oeconomy of Love: J have likewiſe heard 
an eminent Surgeon named, and a Gentleman 
of Lincoln's-Inn; but People were wide of the 
Mark in all theſe Conjectures. I am abſo- 
lately certain that neither of theſe Gentlemen 
knew any more of the Matter than I did: 
They had not the leaſt Hand in it, or any 
Knowledge of the Author, however it has 
happened their Names have helped to give it 
ſome Credit. 


ANOTHER Method was taken at London 
to recommend the Work, by ſending a Copy 
in a Preſent to the Champion, together with 
a Letter calculated for that Paper, which gave 
that Writer (who had no Suſpicion from what 
Quarter it came) an Opportunity of paying a 
Compliment to the Author's Ingenuity, in his 
Paper 
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Paper of the 3oth of Oclober. As the Cham- 
pion was pretty much read at that Time, it 
was wiſely conſidered by our crafty Publiſher, 
that a handſome Puff in that Paper would pro- 
mote the Sale of his Pamphlet much better, 
and at leſs Expence, than the uſual Method 
of advertifing. This was a Maſter-piece of 
 Curll, to make that Anti-puffter the Champion, 

become the Puffer of this Pamphlet; and con- 
firmed that Character which the Champion 
himſelf had given of him but a few Weeks 
before, viz. That no Man of his Profeſſion 
was ſo ſkillful in that Branch of the Craft and 
Myſtery of Bookſelling, in ſo much that he 


dubbed him P- Maſter-General of his Pro- 
feſſion. 


B y ſuch Arts and Accidents this famous 
Piece acquired (quod Diviim nemo promittere 
audieret) the Reputation of Wit, Humour, &c. 
how little it deſerves it will be ſhewn in the 
next Place. 


I 5H ALL now proceed to take my Author 
to pieces Chapter by Chapter, ſtrip him of his 
borrowed Feathers and Diſguiſe, and then let 
the World judge of him as they find him in 
his proper Colours. REES 
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OBSERVATIONS 
UPON THE 


New Deſcription of MERRYLAND. 


agg HE TITTIE Pax ſets out 
wel with a barcfaced Fal/ity, pretend- 

oN ing it was printed at BATH 

for William Fones, and fold by 
| & Milliam Lobb there. I have al- 
— 12 it was printed in London for 
E. Co RLIL. As for William Jones, there is 
no ſuch Man as I can find at Bath; and 
for PVillium Lobb, it is true there was for- 
merly a Bookſeller of that Name, but he 
left the Buſineſs many Vears ago, and en- 
tered into holy Orders, which makes it the 
more impudent for our Author to mention him 


as the Publiſher of an obſcene Pamphlet. 


IJ; 


AND 


r Eee ii ere En. x 
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AN p here I cannot avoid taking Notice of 
the extravagant Price. Was there ever ſuch 
Impudence ? to extort 15. 64, for no more 
than about four Sheets of Ribbaldry and Non- 
ſenſe, when a good Sermon of almoſt twice 
that Length, will ſcarce ſell for a third Part of 
the Money. Surely it is the deareſt Book ever 
publiſhed, whether it be valued by the uk, 
or the Matter. 


ANOTHER Trick of the Publiſher's to 


embeliſn the Work, is ſuch a downright 


CUuRLI1SH, that I cannot omit mentioning it; 

after he found the Pamphlet pirated, to make 
his differ from the pirated Editions, he adds a 
Frontiſpiece ; but what is it? Why, it is an 
old Print of the Story of Jupiter delivering 
the Box to Pandora, which might with as 
much Propriety be applied to any other Book, 


as to This, and is I ſuppoſe a ſtanding Frontiſ- 


piece which our ingenious Bookſeller keeps 
by him to ſerve on any Occaſion. This Plate 
I find was engraved fo long ago as the Year 
1712, for the Uſe of Mr Rowe's Tranſlation 
of Quillet's CALLIPADIA, then publiſhed 
by Mr Curll, and has ſerved for ſeveral Books 
ſince, particularly the Altar of Love, and 
Mrs Singer's Poems, and for aught 1 know, 
may have been uſed for many more: This is 


one Method of putting peculiar to that great 
nol who as Mr Pope obſerves in his Du x- 


CIAD, 
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CIAD, “ has carried the [Bookſeller's] Trade | 
* many Lengths beyond what it ever before 7 
ce had arrived at; and that he zs the Envy and 1 
& Admiration of all his Profeſſion.” | 


The DEDICATION. | 


| HE firſt Three Paragraphs of the Dedi- 
cation ſet out very well, and to do Juſtice 
to our Author I muſt own they are wrote in 
a Stile which no Man need be aſhamed of, 
if inſtead of Irony we could ſuppoſe them to 
be wrote with Sincerity, which, by what fol- 
lows, it 1s apparent they were not. If he 
could not be ſincere in the Compliments to 
the Gentleman' to whom this Dedication is 
addreſſed, he certainly might have been ſo, 
in what he ſays of his own Incapacity of 
giving him his juſt Due; and I am ſatisfied he 
for once ſpoke the Truth, when he ſays he 
has not the Honour of a perſonal Acquaint- 
ance with any great Man.—Surely no body 
can ſuſpect any Great Man would honour 


D this 


— 
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this Creature fo far as to be of his Acquaint- 
ance ! What a Blunder it was in him to men- 
tion bluſhing for his Incapacity ! 7hat is a Weak- 
neſs I dare ſay he never was capable of, but 
tho' he cannot bluſh himſelf, it will be difh- 
cult for his Readers to forbear. 


Bor why, of all Men, was Dr Cheyne 
picked out as the propereſt Pet ſon to Dedicate 
this Work to? Had the Author ever received 


any perſonal Affront, or Injury from him? or 


the leaſt Provocation for this mean Dedicatory 
Libel? On the ſtricteſt Enquiry I can find no 
better Reaſon than this; a Dedication to 
ſome Body or other, was not only faſhionable 
but abſolutely neceſſary, to ſwell the Book to 
the Bookſeller's Standard; our Author it ſeems 
had lately been reading that Gentleman's — 
Eſſay on Regimen, and finding ſeveral Expreſ- 
fions, which his ſhallow Capacity did not un- 
derſtand, he picked them out, and took this 


Method of returning them to the Doctor, 


as being uſeleſs and unintelligible to himſelf ; 
and that theſe Paſſages might be known again 
he has taken the Pains to diſtinguiſh them 
by the Tralic Character, or with the uſual 
Mark of Quotation, It was the Guilt of 
1l-Fortune that miſguided the Doctor's Works 
into the profane Hands of a Wretch ſo con- 
temptibly vain and ignorant. 


Ta1ls 
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TuIis is a new invented Method of writ- 
ing Dedications; pitch on your Man, and 
then out of his own Works, pick a few Sen- 
tences, jumble them together no matter how, 
and the Buſineſs is done. This is juſt as 
witty as if I were to tranſcribe a Page out of 
the Treatiſe on Smoaky Chimnies, and make it 
ſerve for a Dedication to the learned Doc lor 
Deſaguliers, or prefix to theſe Sheets a 
yp- Doctor, and call it a Dedication to Mr 


Orator H enley. 


Cour p not any Blockhead have done this 
as well as our Author? Where then is the 
ſo much extolled Beauty of this Dedication, 
or how can it's Inſolence be juſtified * 


— —— — 
* — — — 


EDITOR to the READER. 


EXT we have the Editor's Epiſtle to 
the Reader, conſiſting of Eight Pages 
of a long, dull, Canterbury Tale, pretending to 
give ſome Account of the Author and his Work. 
It ſets out with laying his Name was RoGEeR 
PHevuUQUEWELL': Now I would fain have 
any of thoſe modeſt Ladies, who commend 
this Book, becauſe (as they ſay) there is no 
Grp: 8 in it, but every Thing decently wrapt 
; 1 fay 1 would have theſe Ladies conſult 
Cr (from whom our Author has ſtollen 
this Name) let them ſee in what Senſe the Poet 
uſes this Word, and then if they can ſay 7519 


is not Baudy, jet them, out of their abundant 
Modeſty, tell me what i is. 


Tur long Story of the Capuchin Fryar, the 
Archbiſhop of Saragoſa, and an eminent Cardi- 
nal, are too low to deſerve any Notice, and 


che Pretence of it's having been printed ſo 
wag ago at Paris, and gone thro' ſo many 
Editions, 
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Editions, in different Countries and Languages, 
is ſuch a barefaced glaring Falſehood, that I 
need not ſay more of it; all this Fiction was 
to ſwell the Work, and perhaps to draw-in 
ſome unwary Fools, who might poſſibly be- 
lieve it true. 


Wu Ar he ſays of his hoping to ſee the 
Book go thro' many Editions, has proved too 
prophetical, to the Shame of this Nation be 
it ſpoken, who are too ready to deſpiſe Works 
of real Value, and commend ſuch Authors as 
all the reſt of the World would condemn. 
And here the matchleſs Effronterie of the Au- 
thor is moſt audaciouſly diſplayed in this 
Epiſtle, where he has the Impudence to call 
it a Valuable Work, and with great Aſſurance 
exclaims againſt the depraved Taſte of the 
Age, when at the ſame Time he is with all 
his Might, recommending ſuch a Book, the 
Sale of which is the greateſt Inſtance of 
that Depravity. Did his Readers confider 
how great a Satire this is upon them, they 
would ſcarce be ſo liberal of their Commenda- 
tions. Sute it is a very odd Compliment for the 
Author to tell his Readers they are all Fools. 


THE | 


AUTHOR'S Preface. 


ECAUSE One Preface was not ſuffi- 
cient, a Second 1s added, almoſt as long 
as the Firſt ; but of all the Pieces of Plagiariſm 
that ever were heard of, nothing comes up to 
this: Scarce a ſingle Word of the Three firſt 
Pages is our Author's, they are all borrowed, 
or rather ſtollen, in the moſt barefaced open 
Manner, being copied verbatim from Mr Sal- 
mor's Introduction to his Modern Hiſtory : or, 
Preſent State of all Nations, as any Body may 
ſee, who will take the Pains to compare them: 
Such an Act of Piracy is ſcandalous in the 
greateſt Degree; but what makes it ſtill more 
abominable is, the applying to this ludicrous 
Deſcription of Merryland, what that induſtrious 


Compiler had gravely wrote of a ſerious and 
uſeful Hiſtory, 


Nx A 
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NExrT our Author has a Sneer at the 
Geographers (which indeed ſeems to be the 
main Tendency of his whole Work) he 
mentions Send: of the antient ones, whoſe 
Works I am fure he never read, as well as 
ſome of the Moderns, on whom he makes a 
ridiculous Criticiſm for their omitting to de- 
ſcribe Merryland, a Work which no Man 
but himſelf would have meddled with. 


HERE I ſhould be glad to be inform- 
ed by our learned Author, or his as learned 
Advocates, in what Part of Beroſus's Hiſtory 
any Mention is made of Merryland, or where- 
abouts it is to be found in Herodotus's Work! 
— This is a very pretty Piece of Aſſurance 
to pretend to quote the Authority of Au- 
thors he never read, or if he had, could not 
find in them the leaſt Shadow of an Allu- 
fion to what he advances. The Man who 
does this, would in my Opinion make as 
little Scruple of producing 1r:/þ Evidence 
upon any Occaſion to ſerve his Purpoſe. 


As to the Diſtich he quotes from Mimnermus, 
I will venture to affirm it is all he ever read 
of that Author's Works, and even this he 
would not have underſtood, if he had not 
met with it in the Biſhop of London's Tran- 
ſlation of Camden's Britannia, where he 
found an Englifþ Verſion of it; the Origi- 
nal 
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nal Greet J know was beyond his Power to 
read, and the Latin would have puzzled 
him to - conſtrue, if he had not met with 


that Right Reverend Prelate's Aſſiſtance. 


Bu T ſurely the moſt conſummate Piece of 
Impudence that ever Scribbler was guilty of, 
is that which concludes This Preface. In 
order to recommend his Work to the Public, 
he pretends to quote the Opinion of a truly 
learned and Right Reverend Prelate. It can- 
not be denied, but the Paſſage he quotes is 
literally tranſcribed from the Biſhop of Lon- 
don's Dedication, of his Tranſlation of Cam- 
den's Britannia, to the Lord Keeper Somers, 
but the Application made of it by our Author, 
is ſuch an unparalelled Piece of Impudence, 
that I am aſtoniſhed it has paſſed unreſent- 
ed; to inſinuate that a Reyerend Prelate had 
given his Approbation of a baudy Pam- 
phlet, is a high Reflection upon the whole 
Bench, upon the Church in general, and upon 
His Lordſhip in particular; and it muſt be 
ſuppoſed this has never come. to his Lord- 
ſhip's Knowledge, or elſe it muſt be entirely 
attributed to his Lordſhip's known Modera- 
tion, good Nature, and Clemency, that the 
Author or Publiſher have eſcaped being cal- 
led to Account, for ſo ſcandalous an Inſinua- 
tion, eſpecially as this (tho' the moſt bare- 
faced) is not the only Reflection of this Na- 
ture, for our Author has introduced ſeveral 

other 
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other Paſſages from his Lordſhip's Writings, 
to ſerve his Purpoſe in this Pamphlet, as 
ſhall be ſhewn in it's proper Place. 


Mr Curll was formerly, (as is faid in the 
Dunciad) ** taken Notice of by the State, 
dec the Church, and the Law, and received 
<< particular Marks of Diſtinction from each.” 


Ir is pity but he ſhould be taken No- 
tice of again upon this Occaſion, 
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2 2 Get Ike uae 


CHAP. L 


E RE our Author, to ſhew his Learn- 
ing, ſets out (in Imitation of Gordon, 
Moll, Cowley, and other Geographers) with a 
Derivation of he Word Merryland, and in 
this ſhort Chapter pretends to ſhew himſelf 


_ {killful in no leſs than fix different Languages; 
here is Greek, Latin, French, High- German, 


and Dutch, beſides Engliſb, the laſt of which, 
I will venture to aftirm he is far from being 
Maſter of, and the reſt, (except the Latin, of 
which he has ſome little ſmattering) he 
knows no more of, than he does of Ara- 
bic. I believe he may have learnt a little 
Greek when at School, but I am very poſi- 
tive he has ſo far forgot it, that he does not 
know ſo much as the Alphabet, yet, this, 


forſooth, is the Man of Learning! And 
no doubt I ſhall be aſked here, how it 


was poſſible for one ſo unacquainted with 
theſe Languages to pen this Chapter. To 
ſolve this Difficulty, I ſhall be very ſhort, 
and only refer my Reader to Minſbeu's Dictio- 
nary, under the Word Merry, whoever will 
bake the Trouble of turning to that Word, 
will 
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will find our Author has copied him Verbatim, 
which any School-Boy might as eaſily have 
done, and thereby have as juſtly acquired 
the Reputation of being learned, as our Au- 
thor has; who perhaps, not knowing how 
to ſpell the Word, turned to his Dictionary 
for Help, and there found this mighty Stock, 
which ſet him up for a learned Etymologiſt. 


No r contented with ſtealing this Ety- 
mology from Minſbeu, he has the Impu- 
dence to go on talking of it as a Matter 
of great Conſequence to the learned World, 
and ſubmits it to the Conſideration of the 
learned and uſeful Society of Antiquarians. 
Is there any Wit in this? For my 


Part I can ſee nothing like it, but quite the 
reverſe, a weak and frivolous Attempt to ſneer 
at a Society, which conſiſts of ſome of the 
moſt learned Men in England, and are far 
from being proper Subjects for this Scribbler's 
Ridicule, 


E 2 CHAP. 


UR Author has borrowed from the 
Champion, a new and fooliſh Method 
of diſguiſing Words, by leaving out the 
Vowels, as Mnſfonrs for Mons Veneris, &c. 


and has gone on thro' the following 
Chapters in the ſame Manner. 


— 


To give a Specimen of bis Ignorance in 
Anatomy, I muſt here obſerve, that he makes 
uſe of Coxa ſiniſtra, and Coxa dextra, for the 
left and right Thigh, whereas it 1s well 
known, that Coxa, or Tather Coxendix, is al- 
ways uſed by Anatomiſts for the Hip or 
Huckle-Bone, or the inferior of the O/a in- 
nominata, and Femur is always uſed for the 
Thigh, ſo it is plain he is very much mi- 
ſtaken, either in the Situation of Merryland, 
which he pretends ſo accurately to deſcribe, 
or Elſe in the Terms of Art, which his Ad- 
mirers ſay he is perfect Maſter of. — So 
much at preſent for his Skill in Anatomy. 


As 
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As for his long tedious Story of the La- | 
titude and Longitude, which takes up the | 
greateſt Part of this Chapter, it is ſuch | 
wretched Stuff, that the bare mentioning of 1 
it' is ſufficient to expoſe it: And as to his | 
Boaſts of the Perfection and good Order of his It 
Inſtrument, which he has the Modeſty to re- | 
commend as a good-one, I ſhould in this | 
Caſe give more Credit to the Teſtimony of | 

| 


any old Nurſe in the Kingdom, than to all 
the Panegyric he has wrote upon it: For I 
dare ſay any old Woman is a better Judge of [ 
its Perfections, and would ſpeak of it more 
impartially than this mighty Boaſter. But 
ſuppoſe it the beſt of its Kind, it is but 
an impudent Thing for a Man to brag of, and 
- a Qualification which every Jack-Aſs has in 
greater Perfection. That he has uſed this 
Inſtrument pretty freely, is perhaps one of the 
greateſt Truths in his Book, but that it was 
with ſuch prudent Care and Caution as not to 
be the worſe, J beg leave to doubt, till he pro- 
duces a Certificate from a certain Gentleman, 
who, I am credibly informed, had once the 
Care of it, when it was pretty much out of 
Repair. Towards the Concluſion of this 
Chapter, he has another Fling at Mr Gor- 
don's Grammar, about the Anti podes, in which 
he gives us another Inſtance of his [gnorance, 
both in Anatomy and Geography, for it is 
plain he does not underſtand what is meant 


by 
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by Antipodes, and indeed how ſhould he? 
For it is a Greet Word, which is a Language 
as I have ſaid before he does not know a 
Letter of: However he has the Aſſurance to 
uſe this Word, in order to introduce an 
unmannerly Reflection at the End of this 
Chapter, on the Tralians, Dutch, and En- 
gliſb, as if they were infected with an exe- 
crable Vice not fit to be named. 


C HAP. III. 


14 I'S Chapter begins with 3 to 
Merryland, what Mr Gordon has judi- 


ciouſly remarked of Holland, viz. that the 
Air is thick and moiſt, &c. but how ridicu- 
lous this. Application is, muſt be obvious to 
every Body. Next he lugs in a Text. of 
Scripture, which it ſeems he could not for- 
bear quoting, tho' it directly contradicts 
what he juſt before aſſerted, for how any 
Air that zs generally thick and moiſt, by Rea- 
fon of the frequent Fogs, can be fair and 


pleaſant for Delights, is beyond my Capacity 
to reconcile, | 


H 1s great Commendation of the Cloathing | 


of the Country, comes with an ill Grace, from 
one who (as I have before hinted) had ſuffered 
thro! the dangerous Heat of the Climate. The 

Poem 


—_ — — 
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Poem he refers to, with the Epithet of moſt 
Elegant, is a little Piece, wrote ſeveral Years 
ago in Praiſe of the Machine, contrived by a 
certain Gentleman, of whom the Tatler ſays, 
He is obſerved by the Surgeons with much 
* Envy, for he has invented an Engine for 
te the Prevention of Harms, by Love-Adven- 
* tures, and by great Care and Application 
e hath made it an Immodeſty to name his 
% Name.” As the Engine took its Name 
from the Inventor, ſo the Poem had its Title 
(at firſt) from the Subject it celebrates; but 
even Mr Curl thought this much too Groſs, 
and in a ſecond Edition, thought fit to change 
it for the more modeſt Title of A R Mou. 
It is indeed ſuch an elegant Performance, that 
the Deſcription of Merryland and That are fit 
to go together; and I find it is lately re- 
publiſhed by Mr Curll, as a Proper Compe- 
nion for the Other. 


TA E four Latin Verſes, which are here 
very injudiciouſly and mal-a- propos applied to 
Merryland, are ſtollen from an old Author, 
whoſe Name I cannot recollect; but I remem- 
ber to have met with them many Years ago, 
applied to Arabia-Felix: If our Author could 
have conſtrued them, he never could have 
blundered ſo egregiouſly as to quote them on 
this Occaſion; for they directly contradict 
what he ſays before, in the Beginning of this 
Chapter, as well as what follows. 


15 
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IN the next Paragraph he has another 
touch at The Geographical Grammar, on the 
Soil being naturally very we and fenny ; ; this 
Paſſage, as I have mefitioned before, was 
what gave the firſt Hint for undertaking the 
Work, for which Reaſon I with Mr Gordon 
had never wrote it, or rather, that our Author 
had one Degree of Learning leſs than he has, 


for then he could not have read it, or at leaſt 
could not have become a Scribbler. 


Ir would be very eaſy to ſhew his Igno- 
Trance and Stupidity in ſeveral other Paſſages 
of this Chapter, but I choſe to paſs them 
over, rather than by expoſing him, it ſhould 
be the Means of inſtructing him in what there 


is no Reaſon to hope he would make any 
good Uſe of. 


Bu rT I cannot take leave of this Chapter 
without one more Obſervation, where he la- 
ments the Inconvenience of having many Chil- 
dren, under the figurative Expreſſion of a 700 
fruitful Crop; he quotes two Lines from Virgil, 
tho' he does not think fit to name the Au- 
thor; whether he did not really know whoſe 
theſe Lines were, or whether he deſigned to 
have them pals for his Own, I ſhall not pre- 
tend to judge; but this I may affirm, if the 
firſt was the Caſe, it proves him to be very 

ignorant, 
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ignorant, if the laſt, very impudent, ——— 


Utrum horum mavis accipe. 


HA p a gay young Fellow cut a Joke on 
the having many Children, and repreſented it 
as a Misfortune, it might be more excuſable ; 
but it ill becomes our Author, who has really 
been bleſt with a numerous Offspring, to 
call that a lamentable Thing, which the Scrip- 
ture enumerates among the greateſt of Earthly 
Bleſſings: It is a ſhocking Piece of Impiety 
for him in this Caſe to cry out, 


Quegque ipſe miſerrima vidi. 


It is pity but he ſhould be rendered incapable 
of Getting more ſince he ſo loudly complains, 


T AIS Chapter is concluded with another 
Paſſage from Mr Gordon's Grammar, in his 
Deſcription of England, tho' our Plagiary has 
not the Honeſty to quote him, but would have 
theſe Words paſs for his Own, 


B20: 


E HAP. 


CHA P. IV. 


H E Fourth Chapter begins with a pre- 
tended Authority from © an Arabian 
_* Geographical Lexicographer, cited by Schul- 
ee tens at the End of his Edition of Sultan 
% Salab addin's Life,” to prove that the 
Limits of Merryland are entirely unknown; 
but I think it rather proves that our Author's 
Aſſurance is without any Limits, for both the 
Arabian and Schultens are entirely unknown 
to him ; however, he has taken this Liberty 
in ſeveral Places, of boldly aſſerting a Thing, 
and then referring to any Book, no matter 
what, as a Proof; tho' he knows there is not 
a Syllable in the Book he cites that relates to 
| his Subject, or perhaps, no ſuch Book extant, 


IN the reſt of this Chapter he copies after 
the Champion again, in diſguiſing Names, by 
leaving out the Vowels, as L6a, Citrs, Ninph, 
Urs, Hmn, Monfonrs, &c. and ſhews but 
very little Skill in Anatomy in his Deſcription 


of theſe ſeveral Parts; and, ſurely, nothing 
| | can 
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can be more ridiculous than what he fays of 
the Fortifications, Curtains, Horn-Works, and 
Ramparts ; I doubt he is but a bad Engineer, 
by his jumbling together ſo many Terms of 
that Art without any Senſe or Meaning. 


MR Morriceau, a famous French Man- 
Midwife, in his Treatiſe of the Diſeaſes inci- 
dent to Pregnant Women, has given ſeveral 
Anatomical Plates for deſcribing the Parts he 
has Occafion to treat of ; one of theſe is what 
our Author ridiculouſly calls his Map of Merry- 
land, and refers his Readers to it for the Sake 
of entertaining them with a baudy-Print, ra- 
ther than to give them any uſeful Inſtruction ; 
and with the ſame View he likewiſe mentions 
the curious Model or Machine, exhibited by 
that ingenious Phyſician Sir Richard Mannyng- 


bam, as an Artificial Matrix to explain his 


Lectures in Mid wifry ; thus we fee nothing 
eſcapes this ſcoffing Scribbler, every Thing 
ever ſo ſerious or uſeful is endeavoured by him 
to be turned into Deriſion and Ridicule. 


Ok 
N 


CHAP, 


H 


UR Author begins this Chapter with 
a ſtrange hotch-potch Liſt of the Inha- 
bitants, viz. Adam, the Patriarchs, David 
and Solomon, Modern Kings and Princes, 
King Charles II, his Succeſſors, Miniſters, 
Biſhops, and People of all Degrees, all Reli- 
gions, all Nations; this and what follows 
about the Manners of the Inhabitants, is 
{ſuch a heap of Nonſenſe, that I need make 
no farther Remark upon it. He is not con- 
tented with ridiculing Kings and Miniſters, 
but takes all Opportunities of reflecting on 
the Biſhops and Clergy, and has the Im- 
pudence to aſſert, that no Country is better 
ſtocked with Divines than Merryland. | 


In ſhort, he was determined to have a 
Fling at all Sorts of Men, and ſpare no 
Body, Phyſicians, Surgeons, Merchants, and 
Poets, are added to make up his Liſt of In- 
| habitants, 


THz 
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Tux Latin Verſes which he fays are in- 
ſcribed on their Cups and Glaſſes, under the 
Word Merryland, are ſtollen, and moſt miſe- 
rably maimed and deprived of their Beauty, 
by his endeavouring to make them appli- 
cable to his Subject. The Original was wrote 
on a large Glaſs at the Hot-Well at Briſtol, 
under the Name of a very beautiful young 
Lady. To ſhew how wretchedly they have 
been tortured and mangled by this Scribbler, 
I ſhall here reſtore the Original. 


Hic quicunque legis nomen amabile 

Pleno puellæ Cyatho Salutem libes, 
Pidturam Veneris, Statuamve recollens; 
Sic nbi Res amatorie profpere cedant, 


Tua fic coronet vota Cupido. 


By inſerting lætoque inſtead of puellæ, and 
leaving out the third Line entirely, he has 
made molt inſipid Stuff of theſe Verſes, which 
in the Original have ſome Spirit in them, — 
This ſhews his Taſte for Poetry. 


I 8 ur- 


4 
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I SuPpPost the Author would have the 
four Verſes at the End of this Chapter paſs 
for his own, but the Truth is, they are 
quoted by Camden, as written about four 
Hundred Years before his Time, by Alexan- 
der Necham, ſpeaking of St Albans, the Place 
of his Nativity: Nor is even the Tranſlation 
of theſe Lines our Author's, he has thought 
fit to ſteal That likewiſe from the Biſhop 
of London, without any Ceremony or Ac- 
knowledgment, as appears in his Lordſhip's 
Tranſlation of Camden (1ſt Edit.) pag. 300. 


CHAP. 


—— — — — — — 


HK. VI. 


T cannot be expected I ſhould take No- 
tice of every particular Paragraph; I have 
neither Leifure nor Patience to make Re- 
marks on each individual Blunder, nor 
to point out every Scrap of Nonſenſe, with 
which my Author abounds; it would be an 


endleſs Labour, and quite unneceſſary, for 


his Dullneſs and Stupidity in many Places 


muſt be obvious to the dulleſt Reader. This 
Chapter of the Product and Commodities, 


conſiſts in general of low Puns, Quibbles, 
and Conundrums, and even thoſe are not 


of our Author's-Invention, but many of 


them are much older than himſelf. I need 
ſay no more of this Chapter; only to ſhew 


how mean a Plagiary he is, and to what low 


Shifts he has been driven For Materials. I muſt 


BOguaint the Reader, that what is ſaid here 


of the Coral. Plant, that it is an excellent 
Coſmetic, &c, is copied Verbatim out of a 
common 


TH 1 
common Advertiſement in the London News- 


Papers; let any one turn to the Cr9/7 gn, 


or any of the Journals, and he i find 
every Week an Advertiſement of th; Vg 


Beautiſying Fluid, to be fold at Mr Ra 18 
Toyſhop, and the very Words uſec o 
recommend it, which our Author has here 
applied to his Coral- Plant. 


As for the Pins and Needles which he 
tells us are in ſo great Plenty in the moſt 
Trading Provinces, I preſume he knows their 
exquifite Sharpneſs by Experience, and there- 
fore may be juſt in what he ſays of them, 


HK. . 


HAT Authority he may have for 
aſſerting that the Lake of Dronthein 


in Norway never freezes, I cannot tell, but 


to ſay the River Neſs in Scotland has the 
ſame Quality, is abſolutely falſe ; if our Au- 
thor will not take my Word for it, let him 
take a Journey to Inverneſs for his Satis- 
faction, and every Inhabitant of that Town 
can aſſure him the River was froze no longer 


ago than the very Winter before he wrote 
this Falſhood, | 


I SHALL paſs over ſeveral of his Rari- 


ties and Curioſities, to make ſome Obſerva- 


tions on the Jong Account he gives of what 


he calls the ſmall Animal of the Serpentine 


Kind, known by the Name of PnTL. Not 
to mention the groſs Obſcenity of the Word, 
or the Profaneneſs of uſing a Text of Scrip- 


ture, to compare it with the Leviathan, I 


muſt 
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muſt ſhew the Stupidity of our Author, and 
what Fains he has taken to furniſh Materials 
for each Chapter. —— The ſame thing is 


turned into ſeveral Shapes, and differently de- 
{ſcribed under different Names. In the Fifth 
Chapter it is mentioned as an Tnhabitant of 
Merryland, and compared to the Behemoth ; 
in the Sixth Chapter it is a Red Coral-Plant, 
a Sweerner, Coſmetic, &c. and here 
it is an Animal of the Serpentine Kind, 
like the Leviathan, 
Feet, is a Compages, or Contexture of 


Pipes, ——an Hydraulic Machine, from fix 


to ſeven or eight Inches high, like a 
Granadier, —— and a Specrfic for the Green 
Sicęneſs. I own our Author has outdone 


Ovid in Metamorphoſing: Here are more 
Shapes than ever Harlequin appeared in, and 


all in the Twinkling of an Eye; was there 
ever ſuch a Heap of contradictory Nonſenſe 


jumbled together by any other Author; or 
is it poſſible for any Body to read this with- 


out ſeeing the Abſurdity ? 


Tux ſeveral Quotations from Dr Cheyne, 
in this Chapter and other Places, are mean 
and invidious; that Gentleman has very pro- 


perly uſed thoſe Expreſſions in his Method of 


Philoſophiſing on the Animal Oeconomy, and 
it is beyond the Power of this contemptible 


Miſcreant, with all his envenomed Malice, to 


hurt the Doctor's eſtabliſned Reputation.— 
e © & "I mg 


has neither Legs nor 
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This baſe Method of throwing Reflections 
is inſufferable, and deſerves to be anſwered 
with a Cudgel rather than a Pen; and what 
makes it the more inexcuſable in this Scribler 
is, that he never had the leaſt Provocation 
for ſo doing. 


Ir is not an uncommon Thipg for a 
Perſon, whoſe Apprehenſion is darker than 
Midnight, to take up a Book, and ſhew the 
Levity of his Taſte, and Solidity of his Ig- 
norance, by turning to jeſt ſome of the moſt 


excellent Thoughts, becauſe he miſtakes them 
for Abſurdities. 


Tx1s Chapter concludes with another 
Piece of ſtollen Goods, the ſix laſt. Lines in 
Commendation of his Specific for the Green 
Sickneſs, being taken from a Daily repeated 
Advertiſement of Dr Cam's Elketuarium Mi- 
rabile, for the Cure of Venereal Diſorders. 


CHAP, 


S 


ND ER what is ſaid of the Govern- 

ment of Merryland it is eaſy to ſee, this 
Libeller has an Inclination to traduce our preſent 
Adminiſtration; here is an Allegory attempt- 
2d, which would be as imprudent for me to 
expound, as it was impudent in him to write; 
and tho' every common Reader has not per- 
haps viewed it in this Light, I think the 
Inuendo is ſo plain and evident, that a Special 
Jury could not long heſitate about it; were it 


to be fairly tried I would not venture to inſure 


his Ears from the Pillory, and, I believe, no 
Body would deny his deſerving a ſeverer Pu- 
niſhment, 


To give the Devil his Due, I muſt own 
there is one Thing in this Chapter (and the 
only one in the whole Book, that does not 
diſpleaſe me) and that is, the handſome Com- 
pliment paid to a late Latin Satire, intituled 
Scamnum; I am glad, among his many Quo- 
tations, to ſee One that appears ſincere, with- 
out Ridicule or Irony; and if I could per- 


ſuade 
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ſuade my ſelf that the Tranſlation of theſe 
four Lines were his Own, I ſhould have a 
better Opinion of his Learning, and Taſte 
for Poetry, than I have at preſent. 


Tur laſt Paragraph of this Chapter ſhocks 
me with Indignation; in the ſame Sentence 
where he pretends the greateſt Veneration for 
the Clergy, he abuſes the whole Order by 
wholeſale, calls them Pimps and Whore- 
maſters, and infinuates that ſome of them had 
pimped for him: The ſaying that their A, 
ſiſtance and Recommendation contributed to the 
Pleaſure he has enjoyed in Merryland, can carry 
with it no other Signification. 


SURELY there never was ſo ſcandalous a 
Reflection made on a Body of Men, Who, 
(as the Reverend Mr Thomas Stackhouſe ob- 
ſerves) © are the Apoſtles of Chriſt, his Mi- 
e niſters, his Ambaſſadors; and were appoint- 
< ed to this Office either by an immediate Or- 
* dination from his own Hand (as were the 
« reſt); or by a miraculous Call from Hea- 
* ven, As was I.” See his Sermon preach- 
ed at Richmond in May 1726, intituled, The 
Honour and Dignity of the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
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CHAP, 


HA IA. 


D ELIGION itſelf is not to be ſpared 
by this Author, but he muſt have a 
Chapter on that Head, tho' he was forced to 
ſteal moſt of the Materials: What is faid of 
All Sefts and Parties, and All Religions being 
embraced, with the Words of the Apoſtle an- 
nexed, 1s tranſcribed Verbatim from Gordon's 
Geographical Grammar; — only what 
Mr Gordon ſays of the Religion of Holland, 
our Author thinks fit to apply to Merryland. 


Tre long Paragraph about Image-Worſhip 


was neither in the firſt or ſecond Editions, but 
has been foiſted in ſince, being an After- 
Thought of our Author; he has added ſeve- 
ral other Paragraphs beſides in ſucceeding Edi- 
tions, particularly Tranſlations of the Latin Paſ- 
ſages for the Benefit of his unlearned Readers. 
This is never done by honeſt Authors or 
Bookſellers, being a groſs Impoſition on every 
Body who bought the former Imprefſions. 


OUR 
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Our Author, perhaps, may be pleaſed 
with this new Picture of Image-Worſhip, but 
every Man of Senſe muſt agree with my Lord 
Roſcomon, 


«© 'Theſe foul Deſcriptions are offenſive fill, 
« Either for being Le, or being III.“ 


I T is ſo ſhocking, to ſee Religion fo ludi- 
crouſly handled, that I haſten to the next 
Chapter, 


O imitate the Geographers our Author 
thought it neceſſary to have a Chapter 
of the Language of Merryland; but what ſad 
Stuff he has made of it, let any one judge who 
reads it! That he might ſay ſomething, he 
has recourſe again to his great Helper Mr Gor- 
don's Grammar, and copied at leaſt a Quarter 
of this Chapter from thence ; whether it was 
applicable to his Subject or not he never re- 
gards, but copies at a venture, and thus fur- 
niſhes out a Chapter of Nonſenſe. Befides 
this long Quotation from Gordon, in order 
to {pin out the Chapter a little longer, he 
gives us (in the late Editions) a tedious Para- 
graph from LauRENnT1uUs De Senſ. Org. which, 
with its Tranſlation, makes near twenty Lines; 
as much to the Purpoſe as the reſt ; however, 
it helps to lengthen out the Chapter, and that 
was all he wanted. 
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THERE is ſomewhat ſuperlatively impu- 
dent in his ſneer upon the Mode/ty of Mr Ora- 
tor Henley; I do not know what Degree of 
Modeſty the Orator may have, but am certain 
our Author has not the leaſt Grain, as may 
eaſily be perceived by his Works: If he was 
not quite abandoned to Impudence he would 
not have mentioned any good Quality, that 
he was ſo much a Stranger to. However 
mean an Opinion he may have of Mr Henley's 
Grammars, I can tell him, a little Grammar- 
Learning would have enabled him to write 


better Eng/z/h than he has done in many 


Places of this Pamphlet. 


CHAP. 


H AL 


HIS Chapter is a ſtupid Heap of Pro- 
faneneſs, ridiculing the Holy Bands of 
Matrimony, and recommending the modern 
Faſhion of Keeping, In the Ninth Chapter, 
the excellent Litany of our Church 'is im- 
piouſly quoted, and here the whole Ceremony 
of Solemnization of Matrimony is attempted 
to be turned into Ridicule. Marriage is repre- 
{ſented as the greateſt Evil; Keeping Miſtreſſes 
encouraged, and being kept as a STALLION, 
ſhewed in the moſt advantageous Light; yet 
this has been applauded as Wit, Humour, Oc. 
It Fckedneſs and Wit be the ſame thing, 
then it muſt be allowed here is Wit in 
Abundance. 


H 2 | CHAT. 


* 
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CH AP; XI. 


Am heartily tired of my Author, and glad 

I am now got to his laſt Chapter. Under 
Pretence of Directions for Strangers Steering 
fafe into Merryland, he turns Bawd or Pimp, 
and gives Inſtructions to his Pupils for Whore- 
; has the Impudence to refer to the ob- 
Ce Pictures of Aretine, and fills up almoſt 
half a Page with a Quotation from Mr Collins's 
Coaſting Pilot, but no ways applicable, or 
bearing the leaſt Alluſion to his Subject. 


T nx Sea-Terms are uſed without judg- 
ment, or any Knowledge of their Mean- 
ing, and in ſhort, to ſay no more, this Chap- 
ter is of a Piece with the reſt, The 


whole was concerved in Folly, ſhapen in Sin, 
and broizht-forth in Iniquity. 
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NEG RS 


SE SSM: 
CONCLUSION. 


T would be eaſy enough to point out 


many more Abſurdities and Inconſiſtencies 


in the Pamphlet I have been ſpeaking of; 
there is ſcarce a Paragraph which is not liable 
to ſome ſtrong Objection ; but as I have nei- 
ther Leiſure nor Inclination to make Remarks 
on every Error of ſuch a blundering Writer, 
I ſhall now take my leave of him and his 
Works, having already ſufficiently Demon- 
ſtrated more than I at firſt propoſed. I have 
plainly ſhewn that our Author has neither 
Learning, Wit, or Humour, that he is not 


a Man of ach great Reading as ſome Peo- 


ple imagine, that his Taſte for Poetry is very 
indifferent; and that his Skill in Anatomy, 
Geography, Navigation, Natural Hiſtory, &c. 
is ſo little, that he is even ignorant of the 
common Terms of Art. As I have evident! 

proved all this beyond Contradiction, ſo J 
have conſequently proved the World in their 


Commendations of this Author have very 


much miſtook their Man, and let Fame run 
away with their Underſtandings, that they 

have been groſsly impoſed on by the Artifices 
of the Author and Publiſher ; and they who 


have 
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have ſo much extolled the Work (if they had 
not been as much Strangers to the Author, 
as to the Merits of the Compoſition) could 
never poſſibly have beſtowed ſuch Praiſes on 
the One, nor ſo fooliſhly have recommended 
the Other. | 


T o ſhew our Author's great Reading and 
Learning, which his Readers have ſo much 
admired him for, I ſhall conclude with a 
Lift of all the Books that appear to have 
been made uſe of by him, in compoſing this 
famous Work. To which I ſhall likewiſe add 
a Catalogue of ſuch others as he has mentioned, 
or referred to, but, which (as I have proved 
before) he never has Read, nor is capable of 
Reading. So that his Admirers may here ſee 
at one View, how much his great Reading 
amounts to, how boldly he has played the 
Plagiary, and how impudently quoted Au- 
thors, of whom he knew only the Names. 


Books from whence the Author of 
Merryland has borrowed Aſſiſtance, viz. 


R CuEvNT's Eſſay on REGIMEN. 
2. Gordon's Geographical Grammar. 
3. Biſhop of London's Tranſlation of Camden's 
Britanma, at leaſt the Dedication, and 
ſome other Parts of it. 
4. Chamberlayne's Preſent State of England, 


J. 


5. Sal- 


4383} 


5. Salmon's Modern Hiſtory ; or, Preſent State 
of all Nations, at leaſt the Introduction 


to it. 


6. A few of the 1 Terms! in Collins's Coaſt- 


9. Kercher. 
IO, 
1. 
12. 


I3. 


14. 
15. 


16. 


17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21, 
22, 


3. Sir Richard Mannyngham's Advertiſement 


2 


24. Two Quack Advertiſements, of the Royal 


. Maundrell's Journey from 
Aleppo to Feruſalem. 


8. Le Bruyn's 0. au Le- 


Four or five Lines of 


Senſ. Org. 5 


ing Pilot. 


VAnt. 


Mr Boyle. 
Maurriceau's Midwifry. 
Four Lines of Lucretius.n 


Virgil, | 
Thize Lines of Plautus. 
Four Lines of a Latin 
Satire, called Scamnum. 
Part of Laurentius De 


4 


Part of 2 s Works. 


LE 


Some few Paſla- 


| ges of each, or 
> Quotations from 


them in other 
Authors, 


* 


By Help of Eu- 
E Tranſlations. 


Two Lines of Pope's Homer. 


An Article in Minſbeu's Dictionary. 
Three or four Texts of Scripture. 
Part of the Common- Prayer. 


The Champion. 


of his Lectures on Midwifry. 


Beautifying Fluid. 


25. Dr Cam's . Mirabili. 


Books 
8 
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Booxs Quoted by our AuTHoR, 
which He neither Has nor Can Read, vis. 


I, Lurverius, 2, Ortelius. 3. Cellarius. 
4. Beroſus. 5. Herodotus. 6. Mims 
nermus. 7. Herodianus. 8. John Treviſa, 
De Proprietatibus Rerum. 9. An Arabian 
Geographical Lexicographer. 10. Schulten's 
Geographical Commentary. 


Tuus have I ſhewn the Total Amount 
of his Learning and Ignorance ; faithfully col- 
lected from his own Pamphlet, which is the 
beſt Authority that can be quoted in this Caſe : 
I ſhall make no farther Obſervation on this 
Catalogue, than —— Niſum Teneatis Amici. 


